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insomuch as scarcely to be sensible of what was
passing. Several instances of this were current
in the way of public conversation: for instance,
during the ceremony of burning his father's body,
he made very indecorous complaints of its length,
and accused the Brahmins of having some sinister
design in thus detaining him. He publicly charged
Apa Saheb of attempting his life, when some
consecrated water happened accidentally to be
sprinkled over him; and, on one occasion, in full
durbar, expressed impatience as to what had be-
come of his mustaches) forgetting that they had
been shaved off, as a necessary circumstance of
mourning for his father's death. There was, in-
deed, but one opinion respecting his utter incom-
petency to exercise the functions of his station;
and all seemed to agree upon the necessity of an
immediate resort to a provisional form of admi.
nistration.

The next heir to the Raja was Moodajee Bhoos-
la, commonly called Apa Saheb, son of Vinkojee
Bhoosla, (Nana Saheb,) the only brother of Raghoo-
jee. The claims of an infant son of a daughter of
Raghoojee were not held to come into competition
with those of Apa Saheb, the nearest in the male
line, except, indeed, in the case of his adoption by
Pursajee; marriage being considered, by most
classes of Hindoos, to transfer the bride to her
'husband's family, and to cut off herself and her
descendants for ever from.any claim on that of